
Your Say!
URGENT – please respond to the draft South East Plan consultation

The South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA) is currently holding a 
public consultation, until 15 April 2005, on the draft South East Plan.  It is 
very important that people comment as the Plan will dictate development here 
for the next 20 years.  The South Downs Campaign (SDC) is very concerned
about the Plan’s lack of coverage of countryside and landscape issues.  
Landscapes such as the South Downs seem to be viewed as a hindrance to 
economic growth rather than as an important environmental, social and 
economic asset in their own right.

Please write to SEERA (address overleaf) using the bullet points below 
and overleaf.  Please feel free to add to these or miss some out.  The more 
individual your response, the greater notice will be given to it.

Please object to:

�x�� the lack of protection and enhancement for Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, Heritage Coasts and the designated South Downs 
National Park

�x�� the lack of any monitoring of the impacts of the development 
proposals on the South Downs and other areas of countryside

The South East Plan also contains sub-regional strategies for areas which are 
a focus for substantial development.  The SDC is concerned that the Sussex 
Coast and Gatwick Area sub-regions include parts of the designated South 
Downs National Park and other areas that it would like included in the Park.  

The Sussex Coast sub-region includes land at East and West Ashling, 
Arundel, Highdown Hill, Findon, Steyning, Bramber and Upper Beeding and 
virtually all the National Park east of the Adur Valley to Eastbourne 
(including Lewes, Glynde, Berwick, Arlington and many other villages).

The Gatwick sub-region includes land north of Keymer and Ditchling and 
south of Hurstpierpoint all within the designated South Downs National Park.

These sub-regional strategies fail to recognise the importance of the South 
Downs and, by making them a focus for growth, place the landscape at risk.  
Indeed the Sussex Coast strategy talks of allowing incursions into areas of 
environmental constraint.  Therefore please: 

Welcome:

�x�� The fact that the South Hampshire sub-regional strategy respects the 
boundary of the designated South Downs National Park

Demand that:

�x�� The boundaries of the South Coast and Gatwick Area sub-regions are 
redrawn to exclude the designated South Downs National Park 

�x�� The exceptions policy allowing  development in areas of 
environmental constraint in the Sussex Coast strategy is removed

Please send your response to SEERA (by 15 April, 2005) at:

Post:  Secretariat, SEERA, Berkeley House, Cross Lanes, Guildford GU1 1UN

Email:  plan@southeast-ra.gov.uk

Leaflet produced on recycled paper by:

For more information contact:
Chris Todd on 01273 563358

Email: southdowns@zoom.co.uk

Web:  www.southdownscampaign.org.uk

SEERA Consultation – YOUR SHOUT!

In addition to writing to SEERA, if you receive a ‘YOUR SHOUT!’ 
consultation document through your door, please fill this in and 

return it or go to SEERA’s website www.southeast-ra.gov.uk where
you can respond electronically.  In Question 2, make sure you tick 

the ‘VERY IMPORTANT’ box beside ‘Protecting the Countryside’.  
Also, watch out for the trap in the first part of Question 2 which 

asks about ‘Providing more Housing’.  It is there to seek a mandate 
for massive development in the south east.  The last part of 

Question 2, ‘Creating more affordable housing to buy or rent’ is the 
way to address serious housing need in the region.
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